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Standard Operating Guidelines

Alarm Responses

1.01 PURPOSE

A.  To provide uniformresponse guidelines to various
emer genci es and non- ener genci es.

B. To provide a mininmnumresponse tine to alarns in the city
and urban areas around the city.

C. To identify inherent safety hazards in emergency responses.

1.02 POLICY

A.  The Kemah Fire Departnent apparatus responses to
enmer genci es, non-energenci es, and operations shal
endeavor to conformto those policies and procedures
cont ai ned herein.

B. It shall be the policy of this departnment to answer al
energency alarnms within the city limts within ten (10)
m nutes of receiving an alarmninety (90) percent of the
tinme.

C. In non-energency situations the departnment shall endeavor

to handl e these situations as quickly as tinme, equipnment,
and resources all ow

1.03 CLASSIFICATION OF ALARMS

A

Priority One Alarns (nultiple apparatus)

Any fire reported within a structure

Any fire reported adjacent to a structure.

Bui | di ng col | apse.

Any gas | eak.

Any odor of snoke inside a structure.

Vehicle fires

Anytime the Oficer in Charge feels the alarm should
be a full response.

NoOOR®WNE

Priority 2 Alarns (single apparatus)

1. Autonmpbile accident.
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2. Investigations

3. Details (washdowns, nedic assist, etc.)

4. Brush or grass fires with no exposures.

5. Tree fire.

6. Uility shut off.

7. Lockouts- home (with food cooking) and auto (with
children inside or the engine is running).

8. Person trapped (elevator. etc).

9. Carbon nonoxide inside structure.

Priority 3 Alarms (non-emnergency)

1. Service calls with no hazards.
2. Animal trapped or stuck in a tree.

1.04 PROCEDURES

A.

Al ar m Responses

1. It shall be the policy of this departnent that
Priority One alarns within the city shall be answered with
two (2) engine conpani es and one (1) rescue conpany.

2. Al responses within the city that are Priority Two
alarns shall be answered with one (1) Engi ne Conpany or
(1)rescue conmpany as appropriate.

3. Al rmutual aid alarnms shall be answered according to
City/ County mutual aid agreenents.

Responses to the Waterfront

1. The Waterfront shall be divided into two areas

a. Area 1 shall be fromCadallic Bar to the
West end of the Waterfront. This area shall be
approached fromthe south by way of Bradford Avenue
stagi ng adj acent to the Boardwal k Hotel.

b. Area 2 shall be fromJoe's Crab Shack to
the East end of the Waterfront. This area shall be
approached by way of Kipp Street staging in front of
Landry’s.

2. Apparatus assi gnment when entering the Waterfront

a. First due engine shall proceed first to
staging foll owed by the second due engi ne
and Rescue unit. \Where permtted, the engine
shoul d be placed off the access streets to
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m nim ze the possible blocking of the
Waterfront area for other fire apparatus.

b. The second due engi ne shoul d
stage by the hydrant nearest where the emergency
is located until proper evaluation of
the situation is conducted.

c. Due to the congestion of the Waterfront area,
hose |ines should not be laid automatically
unl ess ordered to do so by the Incident Conmander
or if there is an obvious fire situation in
progr ess.

d. Due to the various locations of standpipe and
sprinkl er connections on the Waterfront
buil dings, it shall be the responsibility of the
first in Command to assign an engine to
t hese connections.

e. These assignnents are for a standard response to
the Waterfront, if the situation deens necessary,
t he assignments may be changed by the Incident
Conmander .

Saf ety

Al'l apparatus shall proceed to Priority One and Priority
Two alarns with all avail abl e energency warni ng devi ces
operating (sirens, lights, horns).

Al'l apparatus shall slow at all traffic Iights and
si gns

When responding to the Waterfront, warning devices
shoul d be used only as necessary and extreme care
used when maneuvering through pedestrian traffic.

Al'l apparatus drivers shall operate energency vehicles
in a safe manner taking into account traffic
conditions and weat her conditions.

Under no conditions shall apparatus exceed the maxi num
of ten (10) mles per hour over the posted speed
[imt.
a. As determned by the traffic and weat her
condi tions.

Al'l personnel shall wear seat belts while apparatus is
in nmotion.

Mul ti pl e respondi ng apparatus shall comuni cate when
approachi ng common intersections.



